
D R .  G E O R G E  R .  S L E D D







Blessed Assurance Jesus Is Mine





WINTER SPRINGS, FL

D R .  G E O R G E  R .  S L E D D

T H E  E T E R N A L  H O P E
O F  C H R I S T I A N I T Y



Blessed Assurance Jesus Is Mine: The Eternal Hope of Christianity by George R. Sledd
These paperback and eBook editions first published November 2022
© 2022 The Greater Heritage

Published by  The Greater Heritage 
            1170 Tree Swallow Dr., Suite 309
            Winter Springs, FL 32708

All rights reserved. No part of  this book may be reproduced in any form 
without written permission from the publisher. Exceptions apply for brief  
quotations used for reviews and/or articles. 

All scripture references are taken from the King James Version (KJV) of  the 
Bible.

Email: info@thegreaterheritage.com
Website: www.thegreaterheritage.com

Cover Design: Rakel Fairfull
Font(s): Capitolium2, Century Gothic Pro, Constantia, Crimson Text, Kings 
Caslon, Kings Caslon Display, Vollkorn.

Library of  Congress Control Number: 2022918861

ISBN (paperback): 978-1-953855-40-4
ISBN (PDF): 978-1-953855-42-8
ISBN (EPUB): 978-1-953855-43-5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10     26 25 24 23 22



This book is dedicated in loving memory to 
Shiloh Fairfull. Though he will not return 

to us in this life, we will one day go to him 
and join him in Heaven. (2 Sam. 12:23)



This book was written to help advance the work of
Baptist Faith Missions. Learn more in the back of this 

book or visit bfmnow.org.
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The most important thing for anyone in these days is a clear 
solid assurance of salvation. It seems like the world is unraveling 
before us. We view our own nation with its poor economy, border 
problems, and the wars we have been involved with. Look at the 
Middle East. It’s a powder keg. We could be seeing the beginning of 
the end and the soon return of Jesus Christ our Savior. You need a 
rock-solid kind of salvation to stand on in these days, and we have 
that assurance in Jesus Christ!

However, sometimes Christians struggle with assurance of 
their salvation. Perhaps you’re facing that struggle? Maybe you 
made a decision for Christ at a young age but are unsure if you 
really meant it? Or maybe you just don’t feel saved? Perhaps you 
think, “How can I be saved when I continue to battle sin every day?” 
Whatever your particular struggle is when it comes to assurance, 

INTRODUCTION

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir 
of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His 
love. This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

FANNY CROSBY, BLESSED ASSURANCE
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I want you to know that you can have assurance in Jesus Christ, 
and that’s what this book is all about. Throughout the chapters 
to come, we’re going to look at assurance from all angles – theo-
logically, spiritually and practically. I’ll even take you along on 
my personal journey to assurance. We’ll also look at some hymns 
and commentaries from trusted pastors and theologians past and 
present. Trust me when I say that I’ve faced what you’re facing. 
I’ve been there and by God’s grace and attributes he’s shown me 
truths about assurance that will help you just as they’ve helped me. 
Before we jump into the main thrust of the book though, I want to 
first spend some time framing the discussions to come.

The word “assurance” is found seven times in the Bible. It is 
found twice in the Old Testament. First in Deuteronomy 28:66, 

“And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear 
day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life,” (empha-
sis added) and in Isaiah 32:17, “And the work of righteousness shall 
be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance 
for ever”.

In the first passage of Deuteronomy 28 the word assurance is 
the Hebrew word ןַמָא or aman (pronounced as “aw-man”) and it 
means “to support, confirm, and be faithful, to support, uphold, 
nourish or foster.” It also suggests pillars or supports for a structure. 
It carries the thought of trusting in someone or something very 
reliable. The second Old Testament passage in Isaiah 32 presents a 
different word for assurance. It is the Hebrew word חַטֶּ֫ב or betach 
(“beh’takh”) which is translated as “safely or safety.”

The word “assurance” is found five times in the New Testament. 
“For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what 
manner of men we were among you for your sake” (1 Thess. 1:5). 
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Introduction

“And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to 
the full assurance of hope unto the end” (Heb. 6:11). And then in 
Hebrews 10:22, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water.”

The Greek word is translated the same in all the New Testament 
renderings. It is the word πληροφορία or plēroforia (pronounced 

“play-rof-or-ee’-ah”). In the Authorized Version the phrase “full 
assurance” is found three times, and one scripture describes “full 
assurance” while another passage speaks of “much assurance.”

So while assurance is of the essence of faith, it may be lacking 
and assurance is something that you can have more of. A believer 
confirms his or her salvation by faith in God and his word. Charles 
Spurgeon spoke about the “true position of assurance.” He stated,

This faith is essential to salvation. Assurance is not essen-
tial, but no man can be saved unless he trusteth in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. You may get to heaven with a thousand 
doubts and fears; you may get to heaven without some 
of those graces of the Spirit which are the ornaments of 
the believer’s neck, but you cannot get there without the 
life-giving grace of faith.1

By faith you are trusting that God will honor his word of prom-
ise. Such a trust brings a peace and confidence in your heart that 
you are truly one of God’s people. We can approach God with a 
heart of full assurance. We have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
is reliable. He can be trusted. “But without faith it is impossible to 

     1 Charles Haddon Spurgeon, “The True Position of  Assurance,” in The Metropolitan Tab-
ernacle Pulpit Volume X (1864).
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please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6).

A great hymn of the faith comes to my mind, it goes like this, 
“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith 
in His excellent word! What more can He say than to you He hath 
said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?”2

Assurance is a settled confidence that you are saved and secure 
in Jesus Christ. I believe every true Christian at least has the assur-
ance that he or she has entrusted their souls in faith to Christ. Like 
the Apostle Paul we say, “For the which cause I also suffer these 
things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day” (1 Tim. 1:12). 

Paul was saying, “I know that the one I believe in is reliable. 
I know I can trust him as my Savior and that my Savior is going 
to keep my soul to the very end.” And Paul was right, however 
sometimes we have a difficult time grasping that reality. Our fears, 
doubts, worries, sin or experiences get in the way and make us 
question our assurance. But again, you can have assurance, and 
throughout the rest of this book we are going to look at various 
biblical reasons for why you can have assurance of your salvation. 
I hope the lessons herein fill you with joy and security in Jesus 
Christ, the eternal hope of Christianity!

Dr. Sledd
October 2022

     2 Robert Keen, “How Firm a Foundation,” in John Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns (1787).



Before we jump into the main message of this book, I want to share 
my personal testimony with you. I am a Christian. Over forty-seven 
years ago I became a believer in Jesus Christ. I was just a young 
nineteen year old skinny guy majoring in aerospace science and 
music at the University of Kentucky. I wore bell bottom pants 
and had shoulder length hair. I was having fun traveling with the 
marching band performing at football games all over the country. 

However, I had some friends who went to church, and they 
were Christians. I knew there was something very different about 
them. They had a peace and joy in life I did not have. They had a 
purpose and direction I did not have. They invited me to church 
where I heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. Up to that point I had read 
the writings of Hinduism and I even read a good portion of the Ko-
ran. But those writings left me uncertain and besides the gods and 

MY STORY

The day of God's power for salvation over any soul, is when He makes 
that soul willing to look to Christ only for salvation…That salvation 
is always unchangeable, and the believer's experience of it should be 

unchangeable also. It would be, if he were always content to rest only on 
God's testimony concerning it. 

THOMAS MOOR, COUNSELS AND THOUGHTS FOR THE
SPIRITUAL LIFE OF BELIEVERS

1
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prophets I read about were dead and buried, while in the church I 
heard about Jesus Christ who died for our sins but who rose from 
the dead. However, that moment in time when my friends invited 
me to church was merely the culmination of an even bigger story. 
To give a fuller picture of my testimony, we need to go back a little 
further in my life, to 1963.

That year my dad passed away, and our family moved from Cal-
ifornia to Lexington, Kentucky where we moved into the housing 
projects. Times were difficult to say the least. In fact, I remember 
my mom had to hock her wedding ring just to get us food.

I grew up as a mean and nasty boy. I did not know the Lord 
in those days. I remember climbing the fence and walking down 
along the railroad tracks to go to school at Ashland Elementary. It 
was right next door to Ashland Avenue Baptist Church. Clarence 
Walker was the pastor of that great church. I used to play marbles 
in the church yard during school recess. Little did I know that ten 
years later I would stand in the pulpit of that church and preach 
the gospel.

I remember the first time I ever stepped foot in a place of wor-
ship. My mom’s folks were devout Mormons. They wanted me to 
become a Mormon and they took me to The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. They taught me about Joseph Smith and his 
magic spectacles. He saw the angel Moroni who told him to look 
through those magic glasses and write the Book of Mormon. Well, 
I went back to granny’s house and made me some magic spectacles 
and I saw the angel Moroni too, but I did not become a Mormon.

Not long after we moved to Lexington my mother remarried. 
My step-dad’s side of the family were Pentecostals. They took me 
to the Pilgrim Holiness Church in Lexington. It was really different 
from the Mormons. They did not have any magic spectacles. They 
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just made a spectacle of themselves! I heard people pray in tongues. 
I saw people run around the church and even roll on the floor. And, 
well, I rolled on the floor too. In fact, I thought that it was my kind 
of church. As a kid I could run around and jump on the pews and 
holler and carry on.

Eventually we moved to a subdivision, and I met some friends 
who invited me to ride the church bus to Northside Baptist 
Church. That was the first time that I ever heard the gospel. I felt a 
great stirring in my heart in those days. My friends urged me to go 
forward in church. So, I did so but without really understanding 
what I was doing. I was baptized and got involved with the youth 
there. However, by the time I reached high school I dropped out 
of church. I was involved in so many other school activities that I 
did not have time for church. I played in the high school band and 
was deeply involved in the Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) 
and my goal was to get into college and become an officer in the 
United States Air Force.

During my senior year of high school some close friends invit-
ed me to a youth meeting back at Ashland Avenue Baptist Church. 
It was then that I became a regular church attender. In fact, I joined 
the church but I did not know the Lord as my Savior. I heard the 
pastor preach the gospel many times but it had no real effect upon 
me.

Then one Sunday night it seemed that the Holy Spirit once 
again stirred my soul. That night I came to the realization that I 
was lost. I was a lost church member. I went on under conviction 
for some time, but then there came a night I’d never forget. It’s 
hard to describe the experience I had. I believe the Holy Spirit 
quickened my heart that night and Jesus Christ became very real 
to my soul. I rejoiced that night with a deep peace that we sing in 
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that song that the title of this book is based on, Blessed Assurance 
by Fanny Crosby. In particular the lyrics “Blessed assurance, Jesus 
is mine, oh what a foretaste of glory divine” really resonated with 
me. I could not believe that God would love me enough to save my 
soul and forgive me of my sin.

I was baptized and began to serve the Lord. In fact, I became a 
bus captain, bringing other children to church. That was during 
the spring of 1973, and that year I had nearly completed a year of 
study at the University of Kentucky. My friends were astonished at 
the change that had taken place in my life. A few months later I 
began to sense that God wanted me to serve him in the ministry. 
I willingly and joyfully declared my call to the ministry of the 
gospel. I transferred from UK to study at Lexington Baptist College 
which is now called Boyce College. Things were going well, like 
many young Christians I was “on fire” for God and it seemed like 
nothing would stop me from doing what God would have me to do. 
But then, with no warning, something happened.

When Doubt Crept In
Out of nowhere I lost all assurance of my salvation. I went through 
two years of absolute misery doubting that I was a true Christian. 
The wonderful experience I had that night back at Ashland Avenue 
Baptist Church seemed so shallow. I wondered, “Did I really repent 
and believe in Jesus Christ, or was that night just a deception?” I 
went through a horrible darkness. 

Many times I concluded that I had been deceived. I thought, 
“I’m not really saved.” And I know others who have gone through 
the same kind of experience. Perhaps you’re going through 
something similar or know someone who is? I was in total despair, 
doubting for my very life. I began to search for assurance and peace. 
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I prayed for assurance, but it seemed that the heavens were closed 
to my prayers. I realized I could not go on in the ministry and to 
Bible college in that condition.

So, I registered for a night class on the book of Revelation. Our 
instructor was Pastor Jerry Gumm. He is currently the pastor of 
Richmond Road Baptist Church of Lexington, Kentucky. In one of 
those night sessions, Pastor Gumm referenced a scripture in John 
6.

When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, 
neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to 
Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. And when they had found 
him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, 
when camest thou hither? Jesus answered them and said, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw 
the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were 
filled. Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son 
of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father 
sealed. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said 
unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent. They said therefore unto him, What 
sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? 
what dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the 
desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father 
giveth you the true bread from heaven. (John 6:24–32)
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I don’t remember any connection of this scripture with what 
we were studying concerning the book of Revelation. Yet some-
thing stood out to me about what Jesus said to these seekers. In 
fact, it was an amazing revelation to my soul.

The people that Jesus addressed were seeking him. Why were 
they seeking for Jesus? Jesus told them, “You seek me because you 
want more bread to eat. You are so preoccupied with the bread that 
you have no desire to know the bread maker!” They were seeking 
for the wrong thing. That hit me like a ton of bricks! It’s as if the 
Lord spoke to my heart and said, “George you are seeking for assur-
ance of salvation; you need to seek me, for I am your assurance of 
salvation.”

I was able by the Spirit of God to look away from myself and 
look away from my doubts and fears and simply look to Jesus 
Christ alone. I was seeking peace without realizing that Christ is 
our peace. I was able to look to him alone for assurance and peace. 
I was immediately given complete and total assurance that I was 
trusting in Jesus Christ alone.

Now I don’t believe that I was saved again. You can only be 
converted once to Jesus Christ. Yet, you recall that the Apostle Peter 
experienced another conversion. The Lord Jesus told him:

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de-
sired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he said unto him, 
Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and 
to death. And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not 
crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou 
knowest me. (Luke 22:31–34)
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Peter did deny his Lord and probably felt very lost again. I 
would imagine he had many doubts and fears about his standing 
with Christ. He was truly converted to Christ at this dark point in 
his life, yet he needed to have another conversion, not for salva-
tion, but for assurance of salvation. This word “converted” means 
to cause to return or to bring back, to the love and obedience of 
God,  to the love for the children, and to love of wisdom and righ-
teousness. We know from the scripture that later on Jesus did turn 
Peter back again. He restored him and gave him assurance. Peter 
had to be restored to the assurance of love for Christ. After Jesus' 
resurrection he found Peter in Galilee back at his fishing business. 
He took Peter aside and questioned him.

This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his 
disciples, after that he was risen from the dead. So when 
they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, 
Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, 
Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he 
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said 
unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. (John 
21:14–17)

Jesus posed the question, “Simon, do you love me more than 
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this world? Simon, do you love me more than your fishing busi-
ness?” Those questions brought Peter a renewed confession of love 
for Jesus Christ. Peter was brought to an assurance that Jesus still 
loved him and would use him. I believe the Lord did this same kind 
of conversion in my life to bring me to the place of assurance. 

Three Lessons God Taught Me about Salvation and Getting Saved
I learned a lot of about salvation through my initial conversion 
and second conversion where God showed me that I can have as-
surance. In fact, for me as it probably will be for you, wrestling with 
assurance was actually a good thing. To follow are three specific 
things that I learned about salvation and getting saved that I hope 
will be a blessing to you as much as they have been to me.

Lesson #1 – I Realized I Was Lost
For the first twenty years of my life I never knew that I was lost. So 
many preachers today don’t even speak about lost sinners any-
more. Their message is, “share, care and cope.” You can build a large 
church with that. However, I’ll tell you if a person ever finds out 
just how lost and doomed they are they would fall on their knees 
and beg God to save them. They would be like that poor publican 
in the temple who smote upon his breast and prayed, “Oh God be 
merciful to me a sinner” (Lk. 18:10). That man went down to his 
house justified while the self-righteous Pharisee went home still 
lost and undone. 

You will never know how good God is until you find out how 
lost and sinful you are. Have you ever seen the movie Forrest 
Gump? In the film, Forrest joins the army and is sent to Vietnam. 
His officer was Lieutenant Dan. At one point in the film Lieutenant 
Dan asks him, “Forrest, have you found Jesus yet?” To which Forrest 
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replies, “I didn’t know Jesus was lost. I didn’t know I was supposed 
to be looking for him.” That’s pretty good theology for a Holly-
wood movie! You see, I found out I was lost and yet I had a good 
Shepherd who sought and found me. One of the most important 
lessons about God’s salvation of sinners is that they must realize 
they are lost to be saved.

Lesson #2 – Unless God Saved Me, I Was Going to a Real Place 
Called Hell
I did not want to die as a lost sinner and go to hell. Preachers don’t 
talk a lot about hell today. More and more don’t even believe it 
anymore. I sat in a dying man’s home some years ago. I witnessed 
to him and he wasn’t that concerned about his soul. I spoke about 
the consequences of dying without Christ. I’ll never forget what he 
told me, “Preacher, I’ve already served my time in hell. I did three 
tours in Vietnam.” He thought his service would get him into 
heaven. Serving your country and even dying for your country is a 
great sacrifice but it won’t save your soul. Hell is real, and those in 
this life who are without Christ will spend eternity there separated 
from him unless they are saved.

Lesson #3 – Salvation Is Not Attained by Human Efforts and Good 
Intentions
I was often taught that in salvation God does his part and then you 
have to do your part. However, God showed me that he has to do 
it all and that I could not do one thing to save myself. I found out 
that getting saved was the most important thing in all the world. 
I also found out that Jesus Christ is the only Savior of sinners. He 
is the all-sufficient Savior. By God’s grace I was able to trust in him 
as my Savior. I looked to him alone. I was able to sing with great 
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assurance, “My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus blood and 
righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean 
on Jesus’ name. On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground 
is sinking sand.”1 Salvation is God’s work of grace in us, not some-
thing we can earn on our own merit (Eph. 2:8–9). 

I hope my story has helped bring clarity to any struggles with 
assurance that you are facing. Through it all I found out just how 
wonderful it is to be saved and to know the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
wonderful peace to have in your soul, and that peace isn’t just for 
me, it’s for you too. You can lay your head on your pillow tonight 
and know for sure that if you don’t wake up in this world, to be 

“absent from the body is to be present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8) 
My only confidence is in Jesus Christ and what he has done 

for me. I have believed his gospel. I believe he died for my sins. I 
believe he rose from the dead. I believe he ascended back to the 
Father, and I believe he still receives any sinner that will come to 
him in faith. That’s my story. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
 

     1  Edward Mote, "My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less," in Hymns of Praise (1837).
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ALSO BY DR. GEORGE R. SLEDD:

 THE WOMAN’S HEAD COVERING: A BIBLICAL 

PERSPECTIVE

A meticulously detailed exposition of the doctrine of the head covering.

The Apostle Paul, in his first letter to the Church at Corinth, stated “But 
every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered 
dishonoureth her head.” What does this mean for modern-day 
Christians? Are women to have their heads covered at church and for 
worship? Or does the doctrine of  the head covering no longer apply?

In this meticulously detailed exposition, Dr. Sledd takes readers on a 
thorough exploration of  the doctrine of  the head covering by analyzing 
scripture, first century Corinthian pagan worship, and the original 
Greek language. His research gives a clear understanding for today and 
teaches the importance of  celebrating the distinctions between male 
and female, and that all Christians are covered by the true covering – 
the righteousness of  Jesus Christ.





• Take a photo with the book and post it on your social media page(s).

• Write a review on your blog or on an online store’s product page.

• Share a copy with friends and family or buy one as a gift.

• Recommend this book to your circle of influence.

• Follow The Greater Heritage on Twitter: @TGH_Ministries.

• Subscribe to our email list at www.thegreaterheritage.com.

SPREAD THE WORD - SHARE THIS BOOK

If you enjoyed this book, please consider sharing it with others. 
There are many ways to share, including...





The most important thing 
for anyone is a clear solid 
assurance of salvation.  
Sometimes Christians struggle with assurance of their salvation. 
Perhaps you’re facing that struggle? Maybe you made a decision for 
Christ at a young age but are unsure if you really meant it? Or maybe 
you just don’t feel saved?  

In this thoughtful and sensitive volume, Dr. Sledd shelters readers 
from the storms of doubt and fear about assurance and takes them 
on a compassionate journey into the very heart of what it means to 
be a saved child of God.  

With wise pastoral insight, he explains reasons why Christians 
struggle with assurance and how they can overcome such challenges. 
Other topics include a study on justification, and what it means to 
see Jesus. Most importantly, he teaches the importance of seeking 
Jesus instead of assurance, for He alone is our assurance of salvation.   

Blessed Assurance Jesus Is Mine is for all who wish to better understand 
and rest in their Savior’s infinite love for them and in the eternal 
hope of Christianity. 

Dr. George R. Sledd is Senior Pastor of Jordan Baptist Church 
in Sanford, Florida, and is Treasurer and Executive Director of 
Baptist Faith Missions. Dr. Sledd holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Lexington Baptist College, Master of Divinity from Atlantic Coast 
Bible College and Seminary and Doctor of Divinity from Master’s 
International University of Divinity. He and his wife Pam have three 
children and five grandchildren. He is also the author of The Woman’s 
Head Covering: A Biblical Perspective.
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