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The Parable of the Sower: An Exegesis 

Cameron Diamond 
 
 

Introduction  
 
In the first three chapters of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus had a public ministry with which He taught in synagogues and 
healed people in towns and cities.  
 
However, Mark 4 begins a turning point in the narrative. Jesus had to withdraw to the countryside because of the 
large crowds and he taught from a boat to thousands of people. Also, instead of teaching outright, Jesus began to 
teach with parables.  
 
The first parable Mark records in this discourse is the famous Parable of the Sower which serves as the key to 
understanding parables that follow it and the rest of Mark’s narrative.  
 
As Jesus had separated from the Pharisees and dismissed His family in Mark 3, in Mark 4 Jesus expressed the truth 
of the Kingdom while separating the listeners from the spectators.  
 
While Mark’s Gospel is the shortest of the four gospels, it contains more detailed versions of events, even if there 
are fewer events mentioned. This means readers should take note of the events mentioned and ask why it was 
important enough to be included. Specifically, as it concerns this study guide, why is this short illustration 
important to the Gospel narrative? 
 
As such, this study seeks to illuminate the Parable of the Sower and examine its significance. We’ll look at an 
outline of the passage, and its context, content and how it applies to our lives. At the end I’ve also included a 
teaching synopsis to help you teach the passage in church and group settings. Ultimately, I hope you come away 
from this study guide with a greater understanding of and appreciation for this most famous of Jesus’ parables.  
 
Before you begin, keep in mind the following definitions as they will help you as you read on… 
 

Parable: A story meant to impart a greater truth. Parables were common in the ancient world and Jesus 
used them often to teach others.  
 
Exegesis: The interpretation and study of biblical Greek and Hebrew. Exegesis seeks to draw correct 
meaning out of the biblical text. 

 

Outline 
 

Mark 4:1-20 describes Jesus teaching a large crowd but explaining the parable privately, and contains the 
following major points, which we will examine in more detail later: 
 

• Jesus was surrounded by a large crowd who wished to hear His teachings. (Mark 4:1-2) 
• Jesus used an agricultural example as the illustration for His parable. (Mark 4:3-9) 
• Jesus explained why most people who heard His parables cannot understand. (Mark 4:10-12) 
• Jesus taught the purpose of the Parable of the Sower to His disciples. (Mark 4:13-20) 

 
Mark 4:1-20 (CSB) 
 
1-2Again he began to teach by the sea,  

and a very large crowd gathered around him.  
So he got into a boat on the sea and sat down,  

while the whole crowd was by the sea on the shore.  
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