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To all ages of the Church - to our own especially - this epistle reads
a great lesson. While we are expending our strength on theological
definitions or ecclesiastical rules, it recalls us from these distractions
to the very heart and centre of the Gospel - the life of Christ and
the life in Christ. Here is the meeting-point of all our differences,
the healing of all our feuds, the true life alike of individuals and
sects and churches: here doctrine and practice are wedded together;
for here is the ‘Creed of Creeds’ involved in and arising out of the
‘Work of Works.’
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Preface

The purpose of this little book can be very simply stated. It makes no
pretense whatever to be a learned exposition of this gracious epistle to the
Philippians, although I trust that in no single instance does it pass beyond
what is permitted by sound and accurate scholarship. I have taken the
epistle, and have sought to lift it out of all remote and fleeting significance,
by laying it side by side with the human interests, and the spiritual life
and needs of our own day. The letter is alive, and in constant touch with
the abiding concerns of the human heart; and I have tried, by divesting it
of its ancient phraseology, and giving it modern expression, to bring its
comfort and inspiration to some who are walking the pilgrim way in our
own time. It is therefore intended for the oratory rather than the study. It
seeks not to excite controversy, but to inspire devotion, to deepen the joy
of consecration, and to clothe the soul in the radiant garment of praise.
J. H. Jowett
Carrs Lane Vestry
August, 1909

1
The Courtesy Born of Jesus
(Phil. 1:1-2)

Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the
saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and
deacons: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:1-2)
How beautiful is the conjunction of the aged Apostle and the young
disciple in sacred league and covenant! I wonder how much each owed to
the other in the ministry of the Spirit? How far was it Timothy’s ministry
to keep the old man young, and to warm his soul continually with the
kindling influence of youthful enthusiasm? It is a gracious remembrance,
that, in these latter days of limitation and suspicion, Paul could drink at
the fountain of a young man’s love. He had the inexpressible privilege of
scenting the perfumes of love’s springtime, and feasting upon the first
sweet fruits in the garden of a young and grace-filled soul. Beautiful must
have been their companionship - youth revering age, and age having no
contempt or suspicion of youth, but each ministering to the other of the
flowers and fruits of his own season. “Paul and Timothy.” It is the union
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springtime and autumn; of enthusiasm and experience; of impulse and
wisdom; of tender hope and quiet and rich assurance.
The servants of Jesus Christ

The early Apostles gloried in exhibiting the brandmarks of their Lord.
Here, in this letter, the first thing the Apostle shows us is the mark of the
branding. A little while ago I was present at a sheep-shearing in the very
heart of the Highlands, and I noticed that when the heavy, burdensome
fleece had been shorn from the affrighted sheep, the liberated beast was
branded with the owner’s initials and went bounding away, prominently
exhibiting these signs of its owner’s name. And Paul and Timothy had
been delivered from a heavy burden: the vesture of oppressive habits had
been removed by the power of a crucified Lord, and on their emancipated
lives they bore the marks of their owner - the “brands” of the Lord Jesus.
Whose I am. They belonged to Him who had redeemed them with a heavy
price, and they counted it to be their glory, and their crown of rejoicing,
that they were not their own, but the branded “bondservants” of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
To all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi

The saints are reared in unlikely neighborhoods. It was at Philippi that
the multitude was so hostile and violent. It was at Philippi that Paul had
“many stripes” laid upon him, and that he was “thrust into prison,” and
his feet “made fast in the stocks.” One would have thought that in this
fierce persecution the little Church would have been destroyed, and that
in these scorching antagonisms the early, tender leaves of Christian faith
and hope would have withered away. But “He maketh grass to grow upon
the mountains” - even in those unlikely places - and He reared His saints
amid the threatening decimations of Philippi. For let it be remembered
that, though Philippi was the sphere of their living, it did not provide the
rootage of their life. The saints were “at Philip,” but they were “in Christ
5
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Jesus,” and that is the secret of their endurance “when the sun up” and the
hot beams of hostility blazed upon their unoffending heads. “Rooted…
in Christ Jesus,” and flourishing anywhere! Lydia would be among “the
saints at Philippi.” Lydia would be among them, and those few women
who met by the riverside to pray. And the jailer would be of the number,
and his household, and many others who had been won by the constancy
of a few, and “whose names are written in the book of life.” There they
were, a mere handful helping to sweeten the busy city as surely as one
sprig of mignonette can spread its fragrance to the limits of a wide room.
With the bishops and deacons

“Honor to whom honor is due.” These men had done the work of collecting the help which had been sent to the needy Apostle, and they must
receive special and generous recognition. St. Paul was a prince of courtesy.
Courtesy is not the creation of effort, it is the product of grace: it is born,
not made. Paul was born of grace, and therefore he was gracious, and instinctively his courtesy fitted itself to all the changing requirements of the
day. Mechanical courtesy is very unwelcome: it more frequently irritates
than conciliates those to whom it is addressed. A little while ago I saw
a table fountain sending up its frail and delicate sprays, but I could hear
the click, click of the machinery by which it was propelled. How different
from the natural spring, leaping with bright and noiseless spontaneity
from unseen depths! True courtesy is the issue of natural springs, and its
propulsion is in the Infinite. The courtesy of the Apostle Paul was “a river
of water of life” that flowed” from the throne of God and of the Lamb.”
Grace be unto you

Behind graciousness was grace, and the courtesy broadened into a prayer
for the supreme gift. Get grace, and all gifts are gained. Grace is the bountiful mother of all the graces. But who can define it? It is love, but it is
more than love. It is love with a mysterious plus; it is love that never grows
6
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weary, that goes on expending with no faintest sign of possible exhaustion. It finds some analogy in radium, that marvellous element which is
ceaselessly emitting its fervent rays, but with no sign of any diminution of
its primary force. Human love can tire, its rays may grow cool or become
intermittent; grace loves on, and on, and on, and in its shining presence it
is always noon. Grace is the energy of the Divine affection, ministering to
the unlovely, and endowing the unlovely with its own loveliness. “Grace
to you.”
And peace

Where grace abides peace will dwell. They are inseparable companions.
Grace is the native element in which all our powers awake and work
in happy service. Now peace is not the absence of movement: it is the
absence of friction. The real symbol of peace is not to be found in some
secluded motionless mountain tarn, but in the majestic progress of some
quiet, brimming river. Peace is not symbolized in the death chamber, but
in the rhythmic, smooth movements of the engine house. When grace
reigns, man moves in God in perfect unison, man co-operates with man
in fellowship without strain, and “all that is within us praise and bless”
God’s “holy name.” When grace reigns, life loses all its “strain and stress,”
and, in the absence of friction, “all things work together for good.”
From God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ

And so this bright, energizing river of “grace and peace” has its rise in the

vast, two-sphered, and yet indivisible lake of “God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ.” The Apostle traces all supreme gifts to their primary home.

He does not pause at intermediate presences, nor does he offer his sacri-

fices at any secondary and inferior altar; he passes beyond all subordinate

ministers and priesthoods, and presses forward to the august and lonely

heights of sovereign holiness and love, and there he prostrates himself
in humble adoration and praise. He distinguishes between channels and
7
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springs, between instruments and causes, and he reserves his doxologies for

the Fountain. “Every good and every perfect gift is from above;” and away
to these lofty springs the Apostle traces the river of “grace and peace.” And
let us carefully heed how firmly and naturally the Apostle exalts the Lord

Jesus to the supreme rank of Divine Sovereignty. The Lord Jesus is one with
the Father in the holy initiative of redeeming grace. He shares with the

Father the glory of all redeeming ministries, and is one with Him in the

origin and sustenance of our salvation. “From God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ.”
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2
The Grace of Thanksgiving
(Phil. 1:3-8)

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in
every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, For
your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; Being
confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even
as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in
my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and
confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. For
God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of
Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:3-8)
How natural it is for the Apostle to begin his letters in thanksgiving! He
is far more sensitive to the mercies of God than to the antagonisms of
men. Grace always “far more abounded” than anything else. And thus it
was, because mercy was so manifest, praise was ever ready. The song was
ever the fleeter of foot and arrived before complaint was awake. The man
who is eager in praise to God is not swift in the censure of men. Paul
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was always great in eulogy, and this, I think, because he was so ready in
the praise of God. He had a fine eye for the lineaments of grace, and he
could discern the sproutings of holy desire, even when they were buried
beneath the refuse of sin and long-continued negligence. But the graces
of the Philippians were not hidden. Their kinship with the Lord was most
manifest. The Apostle’s remembrance of them stretched across his recent
troubled and laborious years like a line of golden light. The line was not
broken by faithless intermissions. His remembrance of them was always
bright, so that whenever he gazed upon the radiant track his soul was
filled with praise.
Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy

Prayer is sometimes exercised as a duty and a task; on its supreme planes
it is eagerly resorted to as a joy. A part of the true conception of true
intercession consists in giving pleasure to our God. To supplicate on
behalf of another, and to do it with the reluctance and misgivings of a
bondman, cannot be “well-pleasing unto the Lord.” It is our high privilege
to enter the Presence chamber like children going home; and to name
our fellow-pilgrims with the happy assurance that the very intercession is
consonant with “the river of God’s pleasures.” Thus “the joy of the Lord”
will be our strength. Let us ever supplicate for others as though we had
infinite resources in the goodwill of the Lord, and so let us “with joy draw
water out of the wells of salvation.”
For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now

Our spiritual comrades are among the choicest gifts of God’s love. A
warrior’s courage is greatly heartened by the presence upon the field of
one Valiant-for-the-truth. Our convictions are enriched by the spectacle
of others who live and dare in the same faith. The faith of the faithful is
inevitably altruistic; it is an esprit de corps, a holy contagion, a vitalizing
energy in which every member is empowered unto God. And this influential contagion of assurance belongs especially to veteran campaigners
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who have been “in the fellowship of the gospel from the first day.” A
well-seasoned and much-tried soldier is an invaluable asset among raw
recruits; the men who have been through a battle impart calmness and
confidence to an otherwise untried company.
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ

He who fashions the seed is also Lord of the Harvest. He creates initial
impulse, and He also matures the character. The quickening ministries of
the spring are His; His also are the ripening ministries of the autumn. He
nourishes the tender sapling into the majestic oak, and the one gracious
sunshine is showered upon both. He will not leave us in our spiritual
babyhood, nor will He make us preciously old. He will “perfect us,” adding grace and strength to the growing years, and “everything” shall be
beautiful in its season. There shall be “fruit every month,” and the fruit
shall be appropriate to our growth. The good Lord who “began a work”
will not leave it imperfect and futile. Most graciously will He perfect it,
until concerning every one of us He is able to say, “I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do.”
Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my
heart

We are always optimistic about the people who dwell in our hearts.
When they only dwell in the suburbs of our regards we soon lose hope
concerning them - we easily become the prey of enfeebling fears. But
when people have “a warm place in our hearts” the light of hope is never
out of our sky. That is why mothers are optimistic about their boys when
everybody else is in despair. They have them in their hearts. And that is
why the Good Shepherd is an optimist concerning you and me; and that
is why He leaves the ninety-and-nine in the wilderness and goes out after
that which is lost, “until He find it.” It is all because He has us in His
heart. With what a “growing atmosphere” of hope we should enswathe
11
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one another if only we dwelt in one another’s hearts! A big hope is ever
the child of passionate love.
Inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of
the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace

Here was a complexity of gracious bonds; a fourfold cord which could
not be broken. No wonder the Apostle has them in his heart. They were
one with him in suffering, “in bonds,” and there is no welding ministry
like a common passage through grief and pain. They were one with him
in vigorously defending the central citadel of the Christian Faith. And
they were one with him in the strengthening of these central verities by
the confirming vision of their own rich and glad experience. And, above
all, they were one with him in a common sustenance. They were all sitting
at one table, in the enjoyment of the one “feast of fat things;” they were
partakers with him of grace. When the day comes that such language can
be used of the modern Church, she will be seen to stride through the devil’s usurped and blasted dominions with irresistible and ever-triumphant
strength.
For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of
Jesus Christ

Paul is never afraid of calling upon the witness of the Almighty. Again
and again he makes quiet and confident appeal for Divine confirmation
of his own word. He lives in the secret place with the Lord, and the light
of the Divine countenance fills all his affairs, just as the sunshine floods
an open field. His sense of the sacred presence is unbroken; whenever
or wherever he looks, he contemplates the face of the Almighty. And
therefore everything is born in the light; nothing in his life is a fruit of
the darkness. Everything is a child of light, and he dares to call upon the
Lord to witness and confirm the glorious nobility of its birth. How many
of us fear the witnessings of the Lord! We would hide ourselves from
Him, and remove all our affairs from His searching beam. Blessed and
12
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thrice blessed is the life which is gloriously illumined in its “hidden parts”
and which can humbly call upon the Lord to bear witness to the seals of
His own grace.
And to what does he call the Lord to witness? “How I long after you
all in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus.” He claims to be in the heart of
the Lord Jesus, and from that heart of all compassion, he yearns after the
disciples of Philippi. His longings are in accord with the longings of his
Saviour - the pulse of his desire beats with the pulse of the desires of his
Lord. It is a wonderful claim, and he calls God to witness its reality and
power. He dwells in the heart of Christ, and he shares His travail for the
souls of men. He has a part in the strain and pang of redeeming labour;
he is a “partaker of His sufferings;” he fills up “that which is lacking of
the afflictions of Christ.” No one can abide in Christ and not feel the
burdensome drain of sacrificial desire.
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“I am persuaded that there is nothing
which would more profoundly impress
the world than just the illumination
of the ordinary manners of the
professing Christian with the
grace and light of the Lord Jesus.”

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi is one of the most beloved entries in the New
Testament. Its encouraging discussions about God’s grace, Godly living, joy and
how to press forward in the Christian life have inspired countless generations.
While there have been many studies on Philippians, Dr. Jowett’s is something
entirely special and distinct. With his customary warm tone, keen empathy and
deep humility, Jowett’s verse-by-verse exposition inspires devotion, deepens joy,
and clothes the soul in praise – all of which were Jowett’s goals for the reader in
this book.
Wonderfully clear and approachable, The High Calling of God is essential reading
for both those new to and familiar with the book of Philippians.
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